
Counties that
receive OHTF funds

Ohio Housing Trust Fund
A T - A - G L A N C E

The Ohio Housing Trust Fund is the primary source of state funding for local homelessness and
affordable housing services. The OHTF funds programs throughout Ohio’s 88 counties to help
support: homeless shelters and supportive housing operations; home repair and accessibility
modifications; and rental housing development and rehabilitation.

WHAT IS  IT?

In Fiscal Year 2025, $55 million in OHTF funding supported programs that provided:
WHO DOES IT HELP?

Emergency shelter
for 35,100 Ohioans,
including seniors,
children, and people
with disabilities

Supportive housing
to keep 2,861
formerly homeless
households safely
housed

Homelessness
prevention and
rapid rehousing
services for 3,006
households

Repair and access-
ibility modifications
to 1,182 units for
seniors and people
with disabilities

Construction of
205 affordable
rental units for
low-income seniors
and families

The Housing Trust Fund Fee mirrors county fees for
recording things like deeds and mortgage
documents. Revenue fluctuates from year-to-year
based on the housing market. High interest rates
and home price inflation have dramatically
reduced OHTF fee revenues.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

At least half of
funds must go to
rural counties.

The OHTF is facing a historic revenue shortfall at the same time housing needs have increased
sharply. We urge the Ohio General Assembly to create a backstop mechanism to appropriate
general revenue to the OHTF to reach the full $65 million appropriation authority in years when
county recorder fee revenues fall short.

THE SOLUTION
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For info about OHTF-funded projects in your community that might be at risk due to declining revenue go to:
https://bit.ly/OHTFmap

*

*estimate 
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Voters approve Issue 1, a constitutional amendment
declaring housing a public purpose to permit the state
government to address housing needs.

Constitutional Amendment

The legislature passes a bipartisan bill (HB 339)
establishing the OHTF and an advisory committee to
help develop its programs and policies.

Implementing Legislation

The 1992-1993 biennial budget allocates $5 million in
general revenue to the OHTF, the first of several budgets
to appropriate up to $20 million/year in GRF while
policymakers seek a dedicated funding stream.

GRF Funding

Three separate stakeholder committees convened by
Govs. Voinovich, Taft, and the legislature issued the
same recommendation: create a Housing Trust Fund
Fee that mirrors county recorder fees.

Funding Study Committees

The legislature passes budget that includes the
committees’ recommendation to create a Housing
Trust Fund fee so that county recording revenue gets
divided equally between counties and the OHTF.

Housing Trust Fund Fee

1990

1991

1993-
2002

2003

2004-
2018

2019

1992

OHTF fee revenue rises and falls according to the
housing market, and a budget mechanism caps fee
revenue at $50 million so that any additional money
gets diverted into the state’s GRF.

OHTF Revenue Ups and Downs

The legislature amends the biennial budget (HB 166)
to change the per-page recording fee to generate a
modest boost in revenue for the OHTF and remove the
$50 million cap.

Recording Fee Adjustment

History of the OHTF

2020-
2023

The pandemic housing market boom drives OHTF
revenue to $68.7 million in FY 2022. Then home price
inflation and high interest rates deflate the housing
market and OHTF fee revenue flounders.

Housing Market Boom & Bust

The legislature passes a bill allowing counties to raise
recording fees without any corresponding OHTF fee
increase (SB 94), abandoning the decades’ old
precedent despite skyrocketing need.

OHTF Cut Out of Fee Increase

2024
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The Ohio House adds amendment to the budget that
would have gutted the OHTF. After COHHIO rallies
opposition campaign, the Senate removes the plan
before passing the final budget.

OHTF Saved

2025
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