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Welcome!

Please say hello in the chat box and share

* Your name & pronouns

* Name of your District

* Your role

* One word description of how you are doing today

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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https://foto.wuestenigel.com/welcome-text-farbig-und-hangeschrieben-mit-klammern-an-leine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Agenda

* Welcome & Introductions

* Need for FAFSA and Higher Education
« FAFSA Simplification Updates

 Best Practices

* Resources

+ Q&A

* Closing
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Objectives

Attendees will:

» Understand the importance of higher education for students experiencing
homelessness

» Learn about the FAFSA process and procedures

 Learn best practices for supporting transitions to adulthood for students
experiencing homelessness

» Learn resources to support transitions to adulthood for students
experiencing homelessness
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COHHIO Course to HOME
Team

Amanda Wilson she/her Ami Diallo she/her Evelyn Garon she/her

Youth Housing Youth Housing Youth Housing
Initiative Director Initiative Specialist Initiative Specialist
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Guest Presenters

Jiillian Sitjar (she/her)
Director of Higher Education Partnerships
SchoolHouse Connection

Carlos Bing
Director of College Access Programs
Ohio Department of Higher Education
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SchoolHouse Connection
works to overcome
homelessness through
education.

We provide strategic advocacy and practical
assistance in partnership with schools, early
childhood programs, institutions of higher
education, service providers, families, and
youth.

WEBSITE:
schoolhouseconnection.org

NEWSLETTER:
schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

Federal and state policy advocacy
Q&A from our inbox

Webinars and implementation tools
Youth leadership and scholarships



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

() Role of High School Counselors
(2) Need for Higher Education and FAFSA
(=) FAFSA Simplification Updates

Transition from High School FAFSA Best
Practices

G Resources/&A
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Role of High School Counselors




Role of High School
Counselors

Pulled from the McKinney-Vento Act

School counselors must advise
students experiencing homelessness
and help them prepare and improve
their readiness for college.

Local liaisons and school counselors should ensure
that all homeless high school students receive
information and individualized counseling
regarding college readiness, college selection, the
application process, financial aid, and the
availability of on-campus supports.
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Role of High School
Counselors

School Gounselor Supports

School counselors can support students experiencing homelessness by:

« Collaborating with the local homeless education
liaison, including through joint training

« Supporting students with credit recovery options

« Providing students with waivers for college
entrance exams and applications fees

* Helping students access documentation that may
be needed to apply for college

* Providing information on sources of financial aid

* Exposing students to local postsecondary

institutions

* Helping students select a postsecondary

institution that is a good fit

* Providing a warm handoff to postsecondary

campus-based supports

* Helping parents/caregivers know what to

expect from the postsecondary
environment and feel equipped to support
the educational goals of their children 13




Need for Higher Education & FAFSA




(Need for Higher Ed & FAFSA)

Higher Education
and Financial Rig:

Why it Matters for

Some form of postsecondary education is necessary for
jobs that pay enough to lift out of poverty and afford
housing - 80% of “good jobs” are held by workers with at
least some postsecondary education

Higher education appears to be a protective factor
against youth homelessness. A 2019 study shows
four year college enrollment to be nearly four time
higher for young adults without experiences of
homelessness in the prior month

New data links financial aid and upward mobility. In

WA, all students who came from families with

household incomes below $63K saw their economic

status rise within three years of earning a degree and
entering the labor force 15



https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/3pathways/
https://voicesofyouthcount.org/brief/missed-opportunities-education-among-youth-experiencing-homelessness-in-america/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/new-data-link-financial-aid-and-upward-mobility/

(Need for Higher Ed & FAFSA)

Financial Rid Makes
[ | S (o)
reégidv?%sz transﬁzr/:ed or
d Difference

$7,500 graduated

High schools seniors that complete the FAFSA

are 63 percent more likely to enroll in higher Students 17%

education. The higher the amount of financial receiving transferred

$1,000-S2,500 or graduated

aid they receive, the higher the likelihood they

will successfully transfer or graduate.
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(Need for Higher Ed & FAFSA)

Unaccompanied

Not in the physical custody of
a parent or guardian

-+

Who is considered homeless on

Homeless

. Lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing
e Unaccompanied homeless youth or

unaccompanied youth who are self- OR

supporting and at risk of Self-suppor_-tin?‘
homelessness are independent AND at the risk of being homeless

When a student pays for his own livin
students. expenses, including fixed, regular, an
adequate housing AND when a student’s

housing may cease to be fixed, regular, and

e Independent students do not need to adequate; for example, a student who is being
g g c evicted and has been unable to find fixed,
include parental information on the regular, and adequate housing

FAFSA.

NOTE: A student kving in anz of these situations and fleeing an abusive
parent may be considered eless even if the parent would provide
support and a place to live.
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Download the Report:

1. Visit this link -
bit.ly/3HsXsqL
2. Scan the QR Code

Barriers to Financial Aid for
Homeless and Foster Youth

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215


http://bit.ly/3HsXsqL

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Determinations by School District Liaisons

Percent (%) increase (+) or decrease (-) from previous year

30,000 — m - .66%
@ +13.57% ¥ ' i __
ol , 28,929

@ M - +10.50% m
18,000 — +2.75%

12,000 2016: FAFSA
Amendments to
McKinney-Vento
6,000 — go into effect
0 | | | I | | | |

Application 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
Cycle
Source: U.S. Department of Education, https://nche.ed.gov/unaccompanied-youth-data/
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Ohio FAFSA Determinations

Homeless Youth

AR AR A
2017 2018 2019 2020
845 814 784 878 878 895 773

815

*Missing FAFSA data on Foster
Youth from 2017-2018

Foster Youth
2016- 2017- 2018- 2019-
2017 2018 2019 2020
4,749 4,266 3,872 3,689 3,278 3,012 2,775
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C FAFSA Simplification Updates )

The FAFSA Simplitication Act: Major Policy Wins

Significant improvements for homeless and
foster youth were included in the FAFSA

Simplification Act While the text of the homeless/foster

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) is questions on the FAFSA that went online
implementing the FAFSA Simplification Act in October 1 has not changed, the law has
phases through 2024-2025 changed

ED released guidance on November 4, 2022
and April 14, 2023 declaring the

homeless/foster provisions are TR iLIo @]

for enrollment in the upcoming 2023-2024
award year

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215
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( FAFSA Simplification Updates )

Big Key
Changes

-

@ Homeless and foster youth care status does

@
®

not need to be redetermined.

Determinations must be made as quickly as
practicable.

More programs and officials can provide
determinations (school district liaisons or
their designee, directors/designees of an
emergency or transitional shelter (does not
need need to HUD/RHYA funded), TRIO/GEAR
UP director, financial aid administrators).




Transition from
High School/FAFSA




C Best Practices )

Transition from High
School Best Practices

Start talking about college earlier than
senior year

ACT/SAT fee waivers

McKinney-Vento College tour

FAFSA mentors/graduation coaches

Homeless higher education liaisons

Connect with other higher education
professionals (financial aid, homeless
higher education liaisons, support
programs)

Summer bridge programs (Florida State
Unconquered Scholar Program)

Mentorship programs
ARP-HCY money

College starter kits (laptop, luggage,
school supplies, hygiene items, bedding,
etc)

Warm hand-off (The 3 Big E's)
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https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/want-to-help-students-experiencing-homelessness-go-to-college-take-them-there/
https://www.care.fsu.edu/USP
https://www.care.fsu.edu/USP
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/want-to-help-students-experiencing-homelessness-go-to-college-take-them-there/

FAFSA Best Practices

e FAFSA is available now!

o Usethis
to remind students.

e Provide unaccompanied

homeless youth with
determination letters ASAP

o Use this

Financial aid nights/partner
with local colleges

School counselor FAFSA
toolkit

Remind students that the
FAFSA needs to be filled out

every year

Encourage students to
familiarize themselves with
the financial aid office

Partner with financial aid
Trainings
FAFSA Challenge

Scholarships and emergency
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/inform-students-experiencing-homelessness-of-the-fafsa-use-this-email-template/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sample-form-letters-to-determine-the-independent-student-status-of-unaccompanied-homeless-youth/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sample-form-letters-to-determine-the-independent-student-status-of-unaccompanied-homeless-youth/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/SY22-FAFSA-Mentor-Program-Job-Description.docx

KNOW ANY T

SchoolHouse
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What other strategies are you doing
to support homeless and foster
youth fill out the FAFSA and prepare
for higher education?




Key
TaKeaways

Start talking to students about plans for
after high school before their senior
year.

Big changes are coming to the upcoming
2024-2025 FAFSA. Provisions for
homeless and foster youth are in effect
now.

Provide continuous support for students
as they transition from high school and
provide a warm hand-off.




Questions & Discussion




Resources

e SHC Higher Education Page

e Tips for Helping Homeless Youth Succeed in
College

o  Transition from high school

e FAFSA Page

o  FAFSA Simplification Act Two-Pager

o  FAFSA Simplification Act One-Pager

Video: New Federal FAFSA Guidance for

Homeless Youth Webinar (May 11, 2023) o Sample form for determinations
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/higher-education/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/tips-for-helping-homeless-youth-succeed-in-college/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/tips-for-helping-homeless-youth-succeed-in-college/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/tips-for-helping-homeless-youth-succeed-in-college/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/the-fafsa-simplification-act/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/New-FAFSA-Provisions-for-Homeless-Foster-Youth-one-pager.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sample-form-letter-to-determine-the-independent-student-status-of-unaccompanied-homeless-youth/
https://youtu.be/jgilsicokUI
https://youtu.be/jgilsicokUI

Let’s Gonnect!

Facebook: SchoolHouse Connection

Facebook Group: Homelessness &
Education - A SchoolHouse Connection
Group

Instagram: @SchoolHouseConnection
Twitter: @SchoolHouseConn

Linkedin: SchoolHouse Connection

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215
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sign up for our
Malling List!

Get on the list for important legislative
updates, useful resources, webinar
announcements, and news related to
homelessness and

education.
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Jillian Sitjar
Director of Higher Education
Partnerships

jillian@schoolhouseconnection.org
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FAFSA Hub
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Ohio Campuses

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS IN [ACCEPT FAFSA _
INSTITUTION TYPE |OHIO AlD? SPECIAL NOTE *

Public University 14 Yes
Public Regional
Campus 24 Yes
Community College 37 Yes
Private, not-for-profit 53 Yes
check with the institution
Private, for-profit 60 Yes * to be certain
some programs are not
Ohio Technical Center 49Yes * eligible for federal funds
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Lifetime Earnings Potential

Lifetime Earnings by Educational Attainment,
according to Georgetown Study

Professional
Doctoral

Master’s

Bachelor’s
Associate’s

Some College

High School Grad
High School Dropout

$0.00 $0.50 $1.00 $1.50 $2.00 $2.50 $3.00 $3.50 $4.00
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Resources

The Ohio FAFSA Data Service provides tools and res
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FA

the Ohio FAFSA Student Data Portal which proy lent-level FAFSA completic
Data Dashboard that may be of interest to the pul kers and quick access to the FAFSA Hut

rtment of Higher Education that contains resources for coun

must requ the FAFSA Data Service to vi
nd Security Agreement (click for sample preview) between the district

L7y

FAFSA Student Ohio FAFSA By The
Data Portal Numbers

Secure Access Data Dashboard

letion of the FAFSA
ion

FAFSA Hub

Counselor, Student, and Parent
Resources

Federal StudentAid FAFSA® Form v

Loans and Grants v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v

dent Aid Data > Applicat sorts > FAFSA® Completion by High School and Public School District

FAFSA® Completion by High School and Public School District
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.
Join the Mailing List

Sign up to Stay in Touch!

Sign up for the COHIO Course to HOME mailing list and stay up to speed.

* Email

Your email here ©

* First Name

* Last Name

Sign Up

40
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https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/IYe7PiP/COHHIOcourse2HOMElist

Feedback

We invite you to provide feedback about todays here:
https://forms.gle/cdaEBnQPPeNW9UzaA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215
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https://forms.gle/cdaEBnQPPeNW9UzaA
https://chaimsteinmetz.blogspot.com/2020/06/the-speak-up-nation.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Contact Information

COHHIO Course to HOME
homelesseducation@cohhio.org

Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio | 175 S. Third St. Suite 580 Columbus, OH 43215
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