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Starting off the beginning of a new school year on the right track is
key for ensuring the identification and support of students and
families experiencing homelessness. Consider the following strategies
to prepare for this school year: 

Touch base with community organizations and agencies to verify contact information and
eligibility requirements for programs and services. Renew or establish local partners. 

Assess professional development needs of district staff and personnel as it relates to
McKinney-Vento policies and procedures, including identification strategies, available
services, and your district referral process. 

Verify the status of students experiencing homelessness from the previous school year.
Check-in with families about what they need in order to attend and succeed in school. 

Analyze attendance data from last year to gain insight on which students may need extra
support. A student's attendance in the previous school year predicts their attendance for the
upcoming school year. 

Update and verify homelessness awareness poster placements in your district and
community. Ensure posters are placed in locations where students and families can easily
read and location them. 

Update websites and informational materials as needed. Ensure contact and program
information are up-to-date. 

BACK TO SCHOOL
CHECKLIST

BACK TO SCHOOL RESOURCES

DEVELOPING AN
EFFECTIVE 

 COMMUNICATION
PROTOCOL
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Meet with seniors to review graduation requirements, post-graduation plans, and important
deadlines. Begin preparing students to complete their FAFSA once it becomes available. 

 AWARENESS
BUILDING TOOLS

FOR STAFF

ENSURING ACCESS
TO FOOD

RESOURCES

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizlruZjdKAAxWlAjQIHb75BdAQFnoECAkQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fsites%2Fmaine.gov.doe%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FDeveloping%2520an%2520Effective%2520Homeless%2520Education%2520Protocol_1.ppt&usg=AOvVaw2dQk_aKMhBJnGQCf7XNBBt&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizlruZjdKAAxWlAjQIHb75BdAQFnoECAkQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fsites%2Fmaine.gov.doe%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FDeveloping%2520an%2520Effective%2520Homeless%2520Education%2520Protocol_1.ppt&usg=AOvVaw2dQk_aKMhBJnGQCf7XNBBt&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizlruZjdKAAxWlAjQIHb75BdAQFnoECAkQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fsites%2Fmaine.gov.doe%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FDeveloping%2520an%2520Effective%2520Homeless%2520Education%2520Protocol_1.ppt&usg=AOvVaw2dQk_aKMhBJnGQCf7XNBBt&opi=89978449
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/indicators-of-homelessness-awareness-building-tools-for-staff/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/indicators-of-homelessness-awareness-building-tools-for-staff/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/foodaccess/?emci=ef33897b-d019-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=c6a4b772-551b-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=11625847


THOUSANDS OF
COLLEGE
STUDENTS
EXPERIENCING
HOUSING
INSTABILITY

READ THE FULL ARTICLE
HERE 

A recent national survey found
that nearly half of al l  college
students experienced housing
insecurity in 2020. In that same
time, 14% of students experienced
homelessness, according to The
Hope Center for College,
Community and Justice. Despite
these numbers, these students
often go unnoticed on their
campuses. The societal
stereotypes of homelessness lead
some students to believe that
their l iving situations don't
qualify.  On top of these
misconceptions, college students
are an understudied population in
the realm of housing insecurity
research. While McKinney-Vento

requires data on K-12 youth
experiencing homelessness, there
is no analogous program for
college students struggling with
homelessness. The most common
challenges for these students are
not being able to pay the ful l
amount of their rent,  mortgage or
uti l ity bi l ls;  going into default or
collections because of housing;
leaving a home because they felt
unsafe; or the need to move
frequently. All  of these challenges
impact students'  abil ity to focus
on their education, yet obtaining a
college degree is often the key to
escaping continued housing
instabil ity and realizing their
dreams. 
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https://www.dispatch.com/in-depth/news/education/2023/06/16/why-are-thousands-of-college-students-struggling-with-housing-insecurity/70184967007/
https://www.dispatch.com/in-depth/news/education/2023/06/16/why-are-thousands-of-college-students-struggling-with-housing-insecurity/70184967007/


 More News from the Field

The Intersection of
Homelessness and Human
Trafficking 

Housing, Opportunities, Meaningful Engagement

COHHIO Course to HOME

Youth in a runaway or homeless
situation are at a higher risk of being
targets for individuals who will offer jobs
that are too good to be true, modeling
opportunities, fraudulent commission-
based work, offers to exchange sex for
drugs or rent, or other “opportunities.”
What the youth might not know is that
those offering the “opportunities” are
potentially recruiting or grooming them
for human trafficking. Labor trafficking is
the use of fraud, force, or coercion to
recruit someone to perform labor or
services. Sex trafficking, if the individual
is under 18, does not even have to show
fraud, force, or coercion (though it is
often there) but the key is that there is
an exchange of a sexual activity for
something of value. That something of
value could be a place to stay, drugs,
money, or anything else. We all know
survival sex is out there - but we don't
always think about a continued spiral
into a siutation where the control is not
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Authored by Christi Bartman from Eyes
Up Appalachia 

Additional Resources

with the youth. As an educational liaison
or advocate, by providing housing, food,
employment opportunities and safety,
you can go a long way toward meeting
those needs the trafficker is using to
recruit. Make sure you don’t only focus
on girls. Boys can also be trafficked.
Trans and LGBTQ+ individuals are at
increased risk. And don’t forget, those
recruiting youth are often other youth!
By offering training on healthy
relationships, safe use of social media,
and safety planning along with skills
such as how to apply for jobs or plan a
budget, you can help them build up
their resistance to the trafficker’s offers.
It is not uncommon for youth to return
to a trafficking situation (trauma
bonding is real!) but if they know you
offer them a safe, non-judgmental
space, you may be that trusted adult
they reach out to when they have
nowhere else to turn. 

Human Trafficking and
Housing &

Homelessness

Labor and Sex
Trafficking Among
Homeless Youth

Homelessness and
Human Trafficking

Infographic

https://www.eyesupappalachia.org/
https://www.eyesupappalachia.org/
https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking-and-housing-homelessness/
https://nspn.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/NSPN/labor%20and%20sex%20trafficking%20among%20homeless%20youth.pdf
https://www.rhyttac.net/assets/docs/Resources/Trafficking_Infograph_012418.pdf


Know a district or
ESC whose work

needs the spotlight? 
Tell Us About It !

Whitehall City Schools are piloting a new approach to connect
with students ahead of the new school year called "100 Days to
Build Relationships." The program began in July and will
continue through the first quarter of the school year. Through
this initiative, district administrators, staff, teachers, and other
personnel are conducting student home visits. Whitehall City
has over 3,500 enrolled students and during this initiative,
district staff will visit all of them, regardless of their current
living situation. During these home visits, district staff are
introducing themselves, providing informational materials, and
dropping off supplies and resources to help students prepare
for the upcoming school year, including math and reading
learning kits and other enrichment activities. These visits give
the district an opportunity to show all students, including those
experiencing homelessness or housing instability, that the
district is here to help and support them. For unidentified
students experiencing homelessness, these home visits let the
district know which families may need additional resources and
services.  The overall goals of this district program are to bridge
the gap between school and families ahead of the school year
and show families that the district is engaged in the community. 

WHITEHALL CITY PUBLICWHITEHALL CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLSSCHOOLS

SpotlightSpotlight
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJePozzPGvJTk2hZSBd3u1b5PxyVoXO4i3Khv7yr1f9msW0A/viewform


Out of Reach Report 2023

Released in June, the 2023 Out of Reach
Report highlights the mismatch between
the wages people earn and the price of
decent rental housing in every state.
Between last year's report and this year's,
the hourly wage required for Ohioan's to
afford a modest apartment jumped from
$17.05 to $19.09. Read the full report and
compare state data here. 

Featured Resources

New Federal Guidance on Special
Education 

In July, U.S. Department of Education
released updated guidance to improve
educational opportunities for children and
youth with disabilities. This resource by
SchoolHouse Connection breaks down the
implications of this guidance for children
and youth experiencing homelessness. 

Serving young people experiencing
homelessness and helping them quickly
exit homelessness is critical and is often
incredibly challenging due to their legal
status as minors. The National Network for
Youth has created a Toolkit with resources
and strategies for overcoming policy and
legal barriers for these youth. 

Overcoming Legal and Policy
Barriers to Serving Minors
Experiencing Homelessness

Kinship foster care is viewed as best
practice because evidence shows that
children fare better being with kin or close
family friends when they cannot remain
safely with their parents. This new brief by
Chapin Hall clarifies kinship practices and
provides best practices and
recommendations. 

Bringing Kinship Care out of the
Shadows

Developed by SchoolHouse Connection,
this series highlights some specific uses of
ARP-HCY funds, why these funds are
beneficial for meeting the needs of
students experiencing homelessness, and
how some districts are using their funds
for these purposes. 

Flexing the Flexibility of ARP-HCY
Funding Series 

The U.S. Department of Education's
resource “Confronting Anti-LGBTQI+
Harassment in Schools'' is a great
foundation to ensure all teachers, school
staff, students, and families are aware of
what constitutes harassment. Download
the resource and share it with your peers! 

Confronting Anti-LGBTQI+
Harrassment in Schools 
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https://nlihc.org/oor
https://nlihc.org/oor
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/Guidance_on_State_General_Supervision_Responsibilities_under_Parts_B_and_C_of_IDEA-07-24-2023.pdf
https://nn4youth.org/resource-center/toolkit-overcoming-legal-and-policy-barriers/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=59598282-b5e8-40de-99b3-be5910ba4bf0
https://www.chapinhall.org/project/bringing-kinship-care-out-of-the-shadows/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=1657e91d-058c-4e0c-be6b-9963a643bfd8acts-homelessness%2F&utm_source=Youth+Collaboratory&utm_campaign=a1219c9da3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_emessages_june2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4b2e45de5c-a1219c9da3-155386373
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/flexing-arp-hcy/?emci=ef33897b-d019-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=c6a4b772-551b-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=11625847
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F65627770%2F414063994%2F-506979578%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzk2NTIyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImE1OWQzNDJiLWExMTYtZWUxMS1hOWJiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXZlbHluZ2Fyb25AY29oaGlvLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DMrEOih5EkFqS-QrsxQQGwA7EbQDW4E0ow0NfDA-zoCw%3D%26emci%3D540a5374-fc11-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26emdi%3Da59d342b-a116-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D11625847&data=05%7C01%7Cevelyngaron%40cohhio.org%7Cb5d5a2608f7f4b12634308db78c7fd78%7Cfc18307c432c4ff58d2b0162ddbdd127%7C0%7C0%7C638236572620782251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uq9LaynwpI8yjGmuKxRsFzsjzBQ1J6fu%2Ft8FvTZK%2Fnk%3D&reserved=0


IDENTIFICATION ENROLLMENT SUPPORT

THANK YOU
ENJOYING THE NEWSLETTER? LET US KNOW

HOW WE'RE DOING

COHHIO.ORG/HOMELESS
EDUCATION
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRBsbXyVtKu9U-gP0Ye996_ggqVuhfGX5d8hUdh5KuzQOspQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://cohhio.org/homelesseducation/

