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Christine Kim, MSW

Founder, Board Member

My Dog Is My Home

My Dog Is My Home is a national organization dedicated to increasing 

access to shelter and housing for people experiencing homelessness 

and their companion animals.

Garrett Parsons, LSW

Services Director | Pet Support Supervisor

Found House Interfaith Housing Network

Found House Interfaith Housing Network's mission is to provide 

shelter, housing, and support to families (and their pets) experiencing 

housing insecurity and to strengthen those services through interfaith 

and community partnership.
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Spirit, Kyya & Miniaga

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLVtwC25VqA
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Brigitte & Nuebian

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRtCdgWcLSI
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Unified homeless services and animal 

welfare movements can end 

homelessness for people and their 

animals by making accessible:• Emergency shelter

• Housing

⚬ Affordable housing

⚬ Rapid rehousing

⚬ Permanent supportive housing

• Wraparound services that support human and animal wellness
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Scope and Need
• An estimated 6-24% of people experiencing homelessness have pets.

• Determining scope in your community: HMIS | PIT Count | Coordinated Entry

• Examples and References:

Knoxville, TN

Cronley, C., Strand, E., Patterson, D., & Gwaltney, S. (2009). Homeless people who are animal caretakers: a comparative study. Psychol Rep. 

105(2):481–99. 

Los Angeles, CA

Henwood, B., Dzubur, E., Rhoades, H., St. Clair, P., & Cox, R. (2020). Pet ownership in the unsheltered homeless population in Los Angeles, Journal of 

Social Distress and Homelessness, 30:2, 191-194.

Kitsap County, WA

Housing & Homelessness Division, Kitsap County. (2023). 2023 Kitsap County Unsheltered PIT Form and Local Questions. 

https://www.kitsapgov.com/hs/HOUSINGBLOCK/2023%20Winter%20Kitsap%20PIT%20Form%20Unsheltered.pdf

Housing & Homelessness Division, Kitsap County. (2023). 2023 Kitsap County Sheltered PIT Form (for Emergency Shelter/Transitional Housing PIT 

Shells). https://www.kitsapgov.com/hs/HOUSINGBLOCK/2023%20Winter%20Kitsap%20PIT%20Form%20PIT%20Shells.pdf. 

New York City, NY

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing information about pets whose owners enter homeless shelters, Local 

Law 97. (2021). file:///C:/Users/chris/Downloads/Local%20Law%2097.pdf

https://www.kitsapgov.com/hs/HOUSINGBLOCK/2023%20Winter%20Kitsap%20PIT%20Form%20PIT%20Shells.pdf
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Assistance Animals & Companion 

Animals
HUD Reasonable Accommodation / ESA Tools:

• Assistance Animals and Fair Housing: Navigating Reasonable Accommodations 

Interactive Tool

• HUD's FHEO Notice 2020-01 "Assessing a Person’s Request to Have an Animal as 

a Reasonable Accommodation Under the Fair Housing Act"

• Assistance Animals and Fair Housing: Navigating Reasonable Accommodations 

Webinar

Recommendation: Assume all animals provide emotional support.

https://sites.hudexchange.info/housing-request-for-assistance-animals-interactive-tool/
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/HUDAsstAnimalNC1-28-2020.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/trainings/courses/assistance-animals-and-fair-housing-navigating-reasonable-accommodations-webinar/?utm_source=HUD+Exchange+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=f1e75d866f-FHEO-Assistance-Animals-Tool-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f32b935a5f-f1e75d866f-19788032
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Providing for Unhoused 

People & 

Pets (PUPP) Act of 2022H.R.8074

This bill permits the Department of Housing and Urban Development to award grants for 

interim and permanent housing that accommodates individuals (or families) who are 

homeless and have pets. Entities eligible for the grant include local governments, 

nonprofits, and entities that house or shelter homeless individuals.

(g)  Authorization Of Appropriations .—There is authorized to be appropriated to carry 

out this section $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2026.
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Found House IHN 

• Mission

• Pet Support Program 

• Who do we serve?

• What do we offer?
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What do we 
offer? 

Assistance with:

Shelter/Foster 
Food/Supplies

*Vaccinations/Medical 
Needs

*Spay/Neuter
*Pet Deposits

Landlord Advocacy 
Behavioral Consultations

Referrals
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Measuring Success 

• Did the family stay together? 

• What is the families outcome? 

• Are they on a path to self-sufficiency? 
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Returned to Owner
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Collaborating with Animal Welfare 
Agencies  

• Understand and excel in the complexities of sheltering animals 
• Will result in healthier animals, safer protocols, and fewer 

incidents 
• Will assist in clients journey as pet owners 
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Creating and Implementing a Pet Safety Plan with 
Clients
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What can you do in your community? 

• Listen to your clients and recognize the human animal bond 

• Create relationships with animal welfare professionals! 

• Many different approaches - Depends on available resources 

• Intersection of human and animal welfare is complicated…need to work together

⚬ Establish connections! Spay/Neuter Clinics, County Shelters, Pet Food Pantries, 
Private Veterinary Clinics willing to give discounts...

• Form a coalition!
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Questions
?

Garrett Parsons

gparsons@foundhou

se.org

Christine Kim

christine@mydogismyho

me.org 
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CEU Code

HOC032


