Good Morning TAY Providers & Partners,
I’m reaching out today to share a couple of announcements:
•

Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) eligibility expansion
o The income threshold will change from the current 150% of the
federal poverty level to 175%. More info including a detailed summary of
household income eligibility below.

·

Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention offers Multidisciplinary Team
Response to Child Sex Trafficking training
o This virtual training will focus on improving multidisciplinary team responses
in child sex trafficking cases. Topics will include differentiating between
traditional cases of child abuse and child sex trafficking cases, and
recognizing and locating youth at risk for victimization.

•

Relink.org announces latest webinar, Human Trafficking: Moving Beyond
Survival and Conquering Trauma
o With Dr. Celia Williamson of the University of Toledo and Tracie Chandler,
author and human trafficking survivor, who will discuss human trafficking
trauma.

More information including how to register is listed below.
Thanks!
Lisa

-Lisa Brooks (she/her/hers)
Youth Housing Initiative Director
Coalition on Homelessness & Housing in Ohio (COHHIO)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
July 27, 2022
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Dan Tierney: 614-644-0957
Jill Del Greco: 614-644-0957

Governor DeWine Announces Expanded Eligibility for
Utility Assistance Program
(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike DeWine today announced that more Ohioans are
now eligible for electric and natural gas assistance from the Ohio Department of Development and
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO).
This afternoon, Governor DeWine signed Executive Order 2022-12D, which authorizes the Ohio
Department of Development to work in partnership with PUCO to implement emergency rules
that increase the income threshold for Ohio's Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP). The
threshold will change from the current 150 percent of the federal poverty level to 175 percent. The
Ohio Department of Development has jurisdiction over PIPP for electric service, and PUCO has
jurisdiction over PIPP rules for natural gas service.
“With the rising costs of commodities, Ohioans are finding it harder to pay their utility bills,” said
Governor DeWine. “By expanding eligibility for utility assistance programs, more Ohioans will get
the help they need to pay their bills and keep their homes cool in the summer and warm in the
winter.”
PIPP helps eligible Ohioans manage their energy bills year-round. Utility payments are based on a
percentage of the monthly household income and are consistent year-round. Customers that make
their payments on-time and in-full may have the balance of their bills eliminated.
The new income levels are:

There are approximately 4.5 million regulated electricity customers and 3 million regulated natural
gas customers in Ohio.
An overview of available energy assistance programs, can be found below and on the Governor's
website. PIPP eligibility, enrollment, and other assistance program information is available on
the Development’s website or by visiting energyhelp.ohio.gov.

-30_______________________________________________________________________

Upcoming Trainings
_____________________________________________________________________________

OJJDP Training
Multidisciplinary Team Response to
Child Sex Trafficking
Event Dates: August 1, 2022 – August 4, 2022
Location: Online
Register Here

This virtual training will focus on improving multidisciplinary team responses in child
sex trafficking cases. Topics will include differentiating between traditional cases of
child abuse and child sex trafficking cases, and recognizing and locating youth at risk
for victimization. Attendees must be part of a multidisciplinary team and all team
members must attend together.
Upon completion of this training, you will be able:
•

Differentiate between responses to traditional child abuse and child sex trafficking
cases
• Utilize the components of an effective MDT for child sex trafficking
• Recognize and locate youth at risk victimization
• Create a plan that encompasses strengths, challenges and a direction for your MDT
response to child sex trafficking
Improve multidisciplinary team (MDT) responses to child sex trafficking cases. Gather
information about improving or establishing a formal MDT in your community. Identify gaps
and develop short and long- term response plans with the help of subject matter experts. To
attend this training, you must be part of a multidisciplinary team and your team members must
attend with you, from a minimum of 5 to a maximum of 10. Each team member should register
individually. To make your team easily identifiable, all team members should use the same
name for their team leader during the registration process. If you need assistance in building
your team, please contact our office at the number/email below.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Upcoming Webinar
Human Trafficking: Moving Beyond
Survival and Conquering Trauma
Event Dates: August 9 at 2:00
Location: Online
Register Here

Upcoming Webinar

Register for the Webinar Here

Relink.org is excited to announce our latest webinar, "Human Trafficking:
Moving Beyond Survival and Conquering Trauma." Dr. Celia Williamson of
the University of Toledo and Tracie Chandler, author and human trafficking
survivor, will discuss human trafficking trauma.
Dr. Williamson will explain the differences between trauma-informed care,
trauma treatment, and trauma-focused care, and Tracie Chandler will give a
personal testimonial.
The relink.org team will also demo our website so human trafficking victims
and anti-human trafficking organizations can utilize our database to combat
human trafficking.
The webinar will be on August 9 at 2:00 and will last about one hour. If you
have any questions or would like additional information, please
email info@relink.org.

-Lisa Brooks, TRCC-1 (she/her/hers)
Youth Housing Initiative Director
Coalition on Homelessness & Housing in Ohio (COHHIO)
Office: 614.280.1984 ext. 132
Cell: 740.517.8336
www.cohhio.org/youth

