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LAWO's Mission

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO)
is a non-profit regional law firm that
provides free high-quality legal assistance

LAWO's Service Area

Seven LAWO offices
serving 32 counties
in northwest and
west-central Ohio

+ Dayton
* Defiance
* Findlay
e Lima
. Sandusky
. gfield
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Apply through Legal Aid Line

BY PHONE:

s (419) 724-0460 (in Lucas County)
s (888) 534-1432 (outside Lucas County)

ON THE INTERNET:

< www.legalaidline.org
LN
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Overview of Eviction Proce:
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3-Day Notice

landlord to stz {.Q
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Landlord’s Complaint

« Filed with Clerk’s Of
< Expedited Hearing o
Cause (claim
possession of p

Eviction Hearing

< Heard before Judge or Magistrate

< First time in court can be the “trial”

< Must be prepared to present defenses

+ May negotiate or mediate a settlement
< Agree to Move

+ Landlord agrees to accept rei so nant c:
(Note: landlord does not ve! ‘\\ )
ent and court cannot fo \ nd

. If judgme

Evictions in Toledo Municipal Court
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Evictions in Toledo — First Cause

+ Onaverage, 15 - 30 hearings
« Monday through Friday at 1:30 p.m.

+ Heard by the Housing Magistrate

+ Tenants frequently unrepresented

+ Mediators present, but do not give I - al ad

Civil Legal Assistance Service
at Toledo Municipal Cour

History of project

< Joint project of the Toledo Bar Association,
Municipal Court Committee, LAWO, and Judges af
Toledo Municipal Court N

< Add on filing fee of $10 to all civil filings
(current revenue is about $150,000 annually)

Approved by City Council \ A\
Started November 2005 '\
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Legal Aid Offices in Toledo Municipal Court

> Full service satellite office

+ Staffed 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

< Immediate applications for assistance \

+ Immediate legal information and referrals\
+Rent Escrow

«Tenant's Rights

+Steps to stabilize hou -\\\\ \\ \

vomy available \\ \\

A |

Eviction Prevention Strategies

+ Request Continuance under ORC 1923.08

< Negotiate with landlord

+< Dismiss eviction proceedings

< Accept late rent

< “Move in Lieu of Eviction”

< Neutral landlord reference

% Motions to Dismi \
+ Procedural defects

Eviction Prevention Strategies

< Represent tenant in trial
+ Balance the scales
< Cross examine landlord, managers
+ Call witnesses on behalf of tenant
+ Introduce documents, photos, video:
« File Objections to Magistrate’s Decis n
Obtain stay pending ruling

3 peals as \ \ \\\
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Impact of project

- Referrals by clerks, magistrates, and judges
< Partnership with court \
< Address concerns about specific landlords or {‘ ic

+ Additional information available to tenants

+ Increased access for tenants to legal representatic X

« Standing order waiving filing fees for LA \0 ents

\
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