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Homelessness is a Growing (But Solvable) 

Problem
• 2016 HUD Point-in-Time 

count data

• 549,928 people
• 32% unsheltered

• 2% increase

• 1.36 million homeless 
children in U.S. public 
schools 

• 70% increase since 2007 

• 7 million people living 
“doubled up”

• 52% increase since 2007

• 36% of college students 
housing insecure
• 9% homeless

nlchp.org

A Lack of Affordable Housing Causes 
Homelessness

• Affordable housing crisis
• Shrinking federal housing 

subsidies
• Increased competition for 

rental housing
• Rising rental costs
• Rise in family homelessness
• Vulnerability to crisis

nlchp.org
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You are a…

nlchp.org

Veteran Single Mother 

LGBTQ Youth

FreeImages.com/ Karen Barefoot

FreeImages.com/Jason Nelson

FreeImages.com/Ali Farid

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Veteran
Where do you sleep tonight?

In a Shelter Outside

Flickr.com/Jeff* Flickr.com/Jmettraux

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Single Mother
Where do you sleep tonight?

In a Shelter Outside

Flickr.com/Jeff*

Flickr.com/JmettrauxFlickr.com/Jeff*

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

http://www.freeimages.com/photo/memorial-day-1569293
http://www.freeimages.com/photo/a-walk-in-the-park-1-1312084
http://www.freeimages.com/photo/baloons-1175673
https://www.flickr.com/photos/passionate_photography/5228990649/in/photolist-8Y4WKc-e1J8dX-oWpjmC-8AQpRR-7UBT6m-ega5pB-p4Z1qs-86QJjK-cirCf3-71WMc7-dhRJzP-86veDj-ogYvQn-pJptdT-o4oURn-o3xw9p-86s4h2-PhqUZ-ojPDeq-pJpso6-88xzHJ-PgNnq-o3w9oW-2EPBmi-oNQPAi-p6eWWj-ohZrkE-9dsnAS-986dPS-q1UwdS-q1UwxE-q1LwQc-pJrkJU-5PJQah-p52R2F-p52RBi-q1Lwc8-86QJt4-p52R7v-7FJkfe-q1AUZP-pYF1dy-oJMEm-ef4hDe-otTbuS-5rkjzW-ocBBCt-5rkkXU-bohMMt-74kYZs
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/passionate_photography/5228990649/in/photolist-8Y4WKc-e1J8dX-oWpjmC-8AQpRR-7UBT6m-ega5pB-p4Z1qs-86QJjK-cirCf3-71WMc7-dhRJzP-86veDj-ogYvQn-pJptdT-o4oURn-o3xw9p-86s4h2-PhqUZ-ojPDeq-pJpso6-88xzHJ-PgNnq-o3w9oW-2EPBmi-oNQPAi-p6eWWj-ohZrkE-9dsnAS-986dPS-q1UwdS-q1UwxE-q1LwQc-pJrkJU-5PJQah-p52R2F-p52RBi-q1Lwc8-86QJt4-p52R7v-7FJkfe-q1AUZP-pYF1dy-oJMEm-ef4hDe-otTbuS-5rkjzW-ocBBCt-5rkkXU-bohMMt-74kYZs
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/passionate_photography/5228990649/in/photolist-8Y4WKc-e1J8dX-oWpjmC-8AQpRR-7UBT6m-ega5pB-p4Z1qs-86QJjK-cirCf3-71WMc7-dhRJzP-86veDj-ogYvQn-pJptdT-o4oURn-o3xw9p-86s4h2-PhqUZ-ojPDeq-pJpso6-88xzHJ-PgNnq-o3w9oW-2EPBmi-oNQPAi-p6eWWj-ohZrkE-9dsnAS-986dPS-q1UwdS-q1UwxE-q1LwQc-pJrkJU-5PJQah-p52R2F-p52RBi-q1Lwc8-86QJt4-p52R7v-7FJkfe-q1AUZP-pYF1dy-oJMEm-ef4hDe-otTbuS-5rkjzW-ocBBCt-5rkkXU-bohMMt-74kYZs
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LGBTQ Youth
Where do you sleep tonight?

In a Shelter Outside

Flickr.com/Jeff* Flickr.com/Jmettraux

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Veteran 

You need $ 10 to stay at your shelter. 
You have no money, do you panhandle?

Yes No, sleep outside.

Flickr.com/JmettrauxFreeImages.com/Markus Biehal

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Single Mother

Shelter does not allow children. You have a car. 
Do you sleep…

In a Car Outside

Flickr.com/JmettrauxFliker.com/Slilin

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

https://www.flickr.com/photos/passionate_photography/5228990649/in/photolist-8Y4WKc-e1J8dX-oWpjmC-8AQpRR-7UBT6m-ega5pB-p4Z1qs-86QJjK-cirCf3-71WMc7-dhRJzP-86veDj-ogYvQn-pJptdT-o4oURn-o3xw9p-86s4h2-PhqUZ-ojPDeq-pJpso6-88xzHJ-PgNnq-o3w9oW-2EPBmi-oNQPAi-p6eWWj-ohZrkE-9dsnAS-986dPS-q1UwdS-q1UwxE-q1LwQc-pJrkJU-5PJQah-p52R2F-p52RBi-q1Lwc8-86QJt4-p52R7v-7FJkfe-q1AUZP-pYF1dy-oJMEm-ef4hDe-otTbuS-5rkjzW-ocBBCt-5rkkXU-bohMMt-74kYZs
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
http://www.freeimages.com/photo/urban-poverty-1-1562388
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slilin/16098671546/in/photolist-qwzUbw-edeE7r-dBnRoD-rF93M-qCzYif-6um1iR-nP1q8V-fcWQYq-viyeD4-8HReg2-aguFyp-jpiz92-9KjnkF-bRjkZF-jYAKeS-ajhbXD-pK8E1W-bd7hm-aQjdek-ooLmvn-8p8TUY-4Rwn5d-deAJjw-5miKRp-4nu9Xg-92ggyT-btVSUh-HTr1KX-iTyeeA-87WmRc-kjcXQk-nHnVVg-4v3vxy-q8fT6x-qvUJTU-iNZF9Q-GnKsf4-FyixXT-scnoRo-p8TgAz-4zDrW1-k3Wt4b-efRLjx-6rJMxB-A4UKma-65jEgL-78Xpbp-fChNAe-eS5v8V-cewJSL
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LGBTQ Youth 

It doesn’t exist!

The only shelter in town is for 18 + Adults, you now have no 
choice but to sleep Outside. 

Flickr.com/Jmettraux

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Veteran 
It’s a cold night you have a blanket, and use it to cover up.

Flickr.com/Clyde Robinson

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Single Mother
Upon arriving at a local park, police are standing by kicking people out of 

the park and telling them to “Move On.”

Do you…

Find a place on the street? Sleep in your car? 

Fliker.com/SlilinFliker.com/Christopher Soltis

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/crobj/3153089437/in/photolist-5NCpCZ-bGoi1z-bttup3-cyLWu-5j8p75-mBSvhk-nQXSU9-btttYm-5Ej1V-5BPkPi-kiCjnD-cLpvPh-8urL9F-ea1HVq-mBRXxk-6a4MSr-4bg984-5EG2TR-bCgzrD-EXTbq-j6DAgw-4obwGy-btkb69-hG6x7f-74ovbS-9d4FRj-qieCV-7D9yfS-i9JCeG-4ZGV9D-4ZGWUx-4ZM5pu-4ZGT6F-4ZM75u-4ZGQUk-ngqW5V-4ZM7f9-4ZM8tw-4ZGS6i-4ZMaNb-4ZM5VQ-4ZGUiK-4p1FRN-xTSdi-4ZGUHe-4ZGVQH-2wNP94-4ZM6D7-4ZM9VS-86u9cJ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slilin/16098671546/in/photolist-qwzUbw-edeE7r-dBnRoD-rF93M-qCzYif-6um1iR-nP1q8V-fcWQYq-viyeD4-8HReg2-aguFyp-jpiz92-9KjnkF-bRjkZF-jYAKeS-ajhbXD-pK8E1W-bd7hm-aQjdek-ooLmvn-8p8TUY-4Rwn5d-deAJjw-5miKRp-4nu9Xg-92ggyT-btVSUh-HTr1KX-iTyeeA-87WmRc-kjcXQk-nHnVVg-4v3vxy-q8fT6x-qvUJTU-iNZF9Q-GnKsf4-FyixXT-scnoRo-p8TgAz-4zDrW1-k3Wt4b-efRLjx-6rJMxB-A4UKma-65jEgL-78Xpbp-fChNAe-eS5v8V-cewJSL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chrissoltis/8301527248/
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LGBTQ Youth 
Stranger offers a place for you to stay. 

Do you..

Go with them? Stay Outside?

Flicker.com/Pierre D. Flickr.com/Jmettraux

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Veteran

Arrested, 
For Aggressive Panhandling! 

End
Flickr.com/Glenn Halog

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Veteran

Arrested! 
Use of blanket is used as grounds for 

illegal camping.  

End
Flickr.com/Glenn Halog

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

https://www.flickr.com/photos/drvde/9626158451/in/photolist-fECzxa-bo8o4v-dYfwVw-7c7qXN-63Wph3-5PRGaW-8tSBf2-6SZRGd-cXjRqd-bAmkHw-qvCkAk-9T6CGZ-iyV4Fi-r91FV4-hyifLf-o9ohqT-rNNa6s-dyjPM9-dJPWvq-6edXhy-pcW2VP-5xX1TT-aFsLjP-GBU5Xx-m8rHfZ-iRN3Sp-6g9Kv5-c3bXpG-t6hzq-jsmKLG-d36DdJ-o1SaUF-qP45hx-jHj7Vm-d96UZY-dJiubc-5ALNsh-dV73sG-eBi9FD-qtphnY-9b4KvU-akqNkK-r26xP7-eMugVZ-kp7Hca-s9u9fR-qAed1d-i2k2D-6F12nA-dPG5LJ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ghalog/6283422937/in/photolist-azfbJe-kDAHXi-fQtBMm-MpmdY-dyWesd-iX6T3D-59LfpU-2c5Ydq-cR5uqC-cZfCoJ-kDsUrn-kDzrhY-zKeJx-isK9pR-7HmWH8-7koWzR-jgx6nw-kDBnM7-kDwToF-3o5nxb-48f52P-q7mYh-5CwR4c-756xMC-5itbGc-8imgLG-kDwRj1-BHTms-d9Pguk-kDwLwf-kDtzVk-cx288b-qgJwQY-6RBkH8-mCdBE2-KZbms-kDAGYf-a1U8rT-djBwmC-GEDeoM-GhejK5-dUyqXk-5mwg7R-8pe79Y-Jb2WQK-kZ6w5E-kccbo9-r3LmH8-f7MmpM-5iwLyo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ghalog/6283422937/in/photolist-azfbJe-kDAHXi-fQtBMm-MpmdY-dyWesd-iX6T3D-59LfpU-2c5Ydq-cR5uqC-cZfCoJ-kDsUrn-kDzrhY-zKeJx-isK9pR-7HmWH8-7koWzR-jgx6nw-kDBnM7-kDwToF-3o5nxb-48f52P-q7mYh-5CwR4c-756xMC-5itbGc-8imgLG-kDwRj1-BHTms-d9Pguk-kDwLwf-kDtzVk-cx288b-qgJwQY-6RBkH8-mCdBE2-KZbms-kDAGYf-a1U8rT-djBwmC-GEDeoM-GhejK5-dUyqXk-5mwg7R-8pe79Y-Jb2WQK-kZ6w5E-kccbo9-r3LmH8-f7MmpM-5iwLyo
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Single Mother
Arrested for sleeping in car!

You lose your children who are placed in foster care, your car is 
impounded, and you lose all of your belongings! 

End
Flickr.com/Crawford Learmonth

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Single Mother
Arrested for camping outside, local business reported you!

You lose your children who are placed in foster care!

End
Flickr.com/Crawford Learmonth

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

LGBTQ Youth
Your host sexually assaults you. 

Do you…

Stay, it’s a roof over your head. Go outside? 

Flickr.com/Jmettraux

FreeImages.com/Twiggy Mookie

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

https://www.flickr.com/photos/seriouslycrawf/423951347/in/photolist-DsRXZ-81JzLb-8zynPE-5NW8d3-9Ajm-6jr7SH-e3XgG-F4Zs1A-8367w1-rvydJ4-8cFaqb-66i2En-bt2r4h-tEsAP-3UN759-6pypTD-6pypBR-BA5dw-kDsf5c-81JCL1-8k9Bs3-6jr7NX-8369Jd-4mxaXB-81FtLe-6pyiwZ-4RFCeW-6pCvB7-6pCy21-dEQpbD-fp1yiW-q2zgAK-DBUyrZ-7nbWYA-8FwpGw-yXYUN-5P2mWh-kDxYhg-qyk1GG-KZbms-bLdh5n-bq1MSp-9Tbdoj-kZ6w5E-r3LmH8-qgJwQY-8i2wSf-kDxP6b-avmdsm-6pyNNB
https://www.flickr.com/photos/seriouslycrawf/423951347/in/photolist-DsRXZ-81JzLb-8zynPE-5NW8d3-9Ajm-6jr7SH-e3XgG-F4Zs1A-8367w1-rvydJ4-8cFaqb-66i2En-bt2r4h-tEsAP-3UN759-6pypTD-6pypBR-BA5dw-kDsf5c-81JCL1-8k9Bs3-6jr7NX-8369Jd-4mxaXB-81FtLe-6pyiwZ-4RFCeW-6pCvB7-6pCy21-dEQpbD-fp1yiW-q2zgAK-DBUyrZ-7nbWYA-8FwpGw-yXYUN-5P2mWh-kDxYhg-qyk1GG-KZbms-bLdh5n-bq1MSp-9Tbdoj-kZ6w5E-r3LmH8-qgJwQY-8i2wSf-kDxP6b-avmdsm-6pyNNB
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jmettraux/4789563775/in/photolist-8ieLrM-4azsxg-JRGBe-hVLqbW-gz5hAA-8oN3q-5Z5iNv-PL2Qd-5xae6E-oD6VBS-4GRT27-nevJsW-edDbL2-aXX7D-47kFce-h4XLmz-bWqtcv-nCTqc4-jZvg7d-gMh25i-axsWXm-dK3mDt-95Patc-aKPY6F-97FA2L-aeFTz9-e2epXd-qTvcqe-rZLG2-nPBpP-bXAonf-bXApvw-mEgNKj-6qaXy2-6qf7UU-aNNp8H-6QvYGd-6qaXDx-4SHKf8-6NkXcy-9vojLK-9XdDGs-a9zhQu-aNDxPg-6NkMxS-6NkMyo-6QvUu3-6NkXcq-6RmvKL-bHU34e/
http://www.freeimages.com/photo/red-door-1490104
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LGBTQ Youth
Arrested for being in park after closure! 

End
Flickr.com/NeveleOtseog

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

LGBTQ Youth
Staying for the shelter lead to being a sex trafficked victim! 

Eventually arrested for prostitution!

End
Flickr.com/NeveleOtseog

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Criminalization of Homelessness

• What is it?
• Criminal laws
• Civil laws
• Practices that displace 

homeless people from 
public places (e.g. 
“sweeps”)

• Does it work?
• Ineffective
• Expensive
• Often unconstitutional

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

https://www.flickr.com/photos/45976898@N02/4574576747/in/photolist-7YeUhT-7Yi1So-7YeKBH-7Yi7L5-7YeRs6-7YeV5k-7Yi4zb-7YeQDM-7YeMv8-7Yi3DQ-7Yi5o5-7YeTDx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/45976898@N02/4574576747/in/photolist-7YeUhT-7Yi1So-7YeKBH-7Yi7L5-7YeRs6-7YeV5k-7Yi4zb-7YeQDM-7YeMv8-7Yi3DQ-7Yi5o5-7YeTDx
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Affordable Housing Crisis Causes 
Homelessness

Only 1 in 4 eligible low 
income renters receives 
federal housing 
assistance.

The mortgage interest tax 
deduction is an 
entitlement, costs twice 
as much as the entire 
HUD budget, and benefits 
only those in the top 
income brackets.

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Lack of Adequate Emergency Shelter 
Contributes to Homelessness

• Emergency shelter is not 
a permanent solution to 
homelessness
• Shelters across the 

country are at (or over) 
capacity
• Shelter may not be truly 

available
• Shelter not always a 

good option

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Encampments are growing rapidly

@nlchphomeless #TentCityUSA
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Encampments Are Everywhere

@nlchphomeless #TentCityUSA

nlchp.org

Encampments are under threat

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Cities are responding…

@nlchphomeless #TentCityUSA
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…but many with criminalization

@nlchphomeless #TentCityUSA

nlchp.org

Housing Not Handcuffs Report

• Tracked 187 cities across 
the country since 2006
• Urban and rural 

communities
• Only national data on 

prevalence of laws 
punishing homelessness
• Dramatic increase in 

laws punishing 
homelessness over past 
10 years

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org
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@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow
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Other Problematic Criminalization 
Laws & Practices

• Homeless Youth
• Status Offenses
• School Discipline

• Impact on LGBTQ Community

• “Move On” Orders
• Trespass Bans
• Evictions of Homeless 

Encampments
• Ineffective at reducing 

homelessness
• Ineffective at reducing public 

health concerns
• Harmful to homeless people

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

No Option But to Live in Public Space
• People are left with 

LITERALLY NO OPTION
but to live in public places
• Cities criminally and civilly 

punish these people for 
doing what any human 
being must do to survive
• Sleep
• Protect oneself from the 

elements
• Sit
• Store clothing, medication, 

or other necessary 
belongings

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Legal considerations

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow
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Legal considerations

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

HUD NOFA

Outreach. Up to 2 points to CoCs that demonstrate recipients have 
implemented specific strategies that prevent criminalization of 
homelessness….Applicants must describe how they are reducing 
criminalization of homelessness …

Competition for HUD funding is so fierce that “half a point or a point 
can make a difference between being funded or not funded” 

-HUD Dep. Sec. Ann Oliva, Think Progress,  Aug. 18, 2015

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

HUD NOFA

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow
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Federal Guidance

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Human Rights Law

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

“I’m just simply baffled
by the idea that people
can be without shelter in
a country, and then be
treated as criminals for
being without shelter...”
--Sir Nigel Rodley, Chair of the UN Human Rights
Committee and Former U.N. Special Rapporteur on
Torture

nlchp.org

There is a better way!
• “…. Moreover, enforcing these ordinances is poor public 

policy. Needlessly pushing homeless individuals into the 
criminal justice system does nothing to break the cycle of 
poverty or prevent homelessness in the future. Instead, it 
imposes further burdens on scarce judicial and correctional 
resources, and it can have long-lasting and devastating 
effects on individuals’ lives.”

nlchp.org@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow
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Constructive Alternatives

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

“We are not going to 
arrest people for being 
homeless…the new space 
gives our homeless 
outreach workers and the 
police a place to actually 
bring people instead of 
just scooting them 
along.” 

-Mayor Jim Kenny

nlchp.org

Encampment Principles & Practices

nlchp.org

Disparate Racial Impact

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

General Population  Deep Poverty Homeless
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Network Impoverishment

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Network Impoverishment

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Actions YOU can take!

•Endorse!

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow
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Actions YOU can take!

•Endorse!
•Speak out!

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Actions YOU can take!

•Endorse!
•Speak out!
•Implement 
model 
policies!

@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow

nlchp.org

Contact Information

Eric Tars
Legal Director

ETars@nlchp.org
202-638-2535 ext. 120

www.nlchp.org
www.housingnothandcuffs.org

nlchp.org@nlchphomeless      @HNHCampaign      #HNHNow


