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Vision
To  in fluence the im provem ent o f hea lth  
and w e ll-be ing  fo r a ll O h ioans.  

Mission
To  p rovide the  independent and 
nonpartisan ana lysis needed to  c reate  
evidence-in fo rm ed sta te  hea lth  po licy. 
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Written and online products

Education

Convening

Technical assistance

Tactics
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Objectives
• Introduce report
• Discuss key findings
• Review policy goals and 

recommendations
• Provide actionable next steps
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Senate Bill 
332
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“The Commission recognized that 
improving the social determinants 

of health is critical to improving birth 
outcomes but did not have enough 

time to delve into these multi-
system issues.”

-O hio  C om m ission in  In fant M orta lity , 
M arch 2016

Copyright © 2018 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.

SB 332 requirements

1 . R e v ie w  o f p o lic ie s a n d  p ro g ra m s: 
h o u sin g , tra n sp o rta tio n , e d u c a tio n , 
e m p lo ym e n t

2 . Id e n tify  o p p o rtu n itie s to  im p ro ve  
p o lic ie s a n d  p ro g ra m s

3 . Stu d y  im p a c t o f sta te -fu n d e d  re n ta l 
a ssista n c e  p ro g ra m

4. Eva lu a te  b e st p ra c tic e s fro m  o th e r 
sta te s

5 . M a ke  p o lic y  re c o m m e n d a tio n s
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Sources of information
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Stakeholder engagement
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Housing infrastructure challenges 
and inequities

1.Troubling trends
2.Troubling disparities
3.Access to care is necessary, 

but not sufficient
4.Community conditions are 

challenging for risk groups
5.Policymakers have many 

options

Key findings
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• Prioritize housing and employment
• Connect the disconnected
• Ensure all children have the opportunity to thrive
• Acknowledge and address the roles of racism, 

discrimination, violence and toxic stress
• Innovate, leverage public-private partnerships and 

join forces across sectors
• Coordinate, collaborate, monitor and evaluate
• Balance short-term fixes with longer-term change

Key themes for improving 
community conditions
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Housing policy goals
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Goal 1) Increase the availability of rental assistance 
programs for renters with Extremely Low Incomes

Goal 2) Reduce structural barriers to accessing 
affordable housing for the highest-risk renters (structural 
barriers include level of income, source of incomes, 
criminal record, etc.)

Housing policy goals
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Goal 3) Increase the supply of affordable rental housing 
for Extremely Low Income and Very Low Income 
households in high opportunity and low poverty areas

Goal 4) Improve coordination of services for low-income 
families by convening cross-sector partnerships
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Housing policy goals
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Goal 5) Increase the supply of affordable housing for 
renters with Extremely Low Incomes

Goal 6) Reduce the number of evictions and forced 
moves experienced by low-income families most at risk of 
infant mortality, including African  Americans and pregnant women

Goal 7) Improve the quality of affordable housing stock

Housing policy goals
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Policy recommendation 
development
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Recommendation examples: 
Rental assistance
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Recommendation 1.1. Fund Ohio Housing Finance 
Agency (OHFA) to establish state-funded rental 
assistance targeted to reduce infant mortality

Recommendation 1.2. Increase funding for rapid 
rehousing and rental assistance through:
• Increased county recordation fees to Ohio 

Housing Trust Fund
• Increased funding from Ohio Development 

Services Agency
• Amending state Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families spending plan

Recommendation examples: 
Reduce barriers to rental housing
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Recommendation 2.1. Pass legislation to reduce or 
eliminate barriers, including:
• Discrimination based on source of income
• Criminal history
• Delay use of criminal background checks

Recommendation examples: 
Convene cross-sector partnerships
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Recommendation 2.1. Convene relevant state 
agency with Medicaid managed care plans, Ohio 
Equity Institute partners and Continuums of Care to 
discuss ways that Medicaid managed care plans 
can support housing stability among Medicaid 
enrollees most at risk for infant mortality, including 
people with low incomes and low levels of 
educational attainment, African Americans and 
residents of infant mortality hot spot zip code areas 
or neighborhoods.
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How local communities can use the recommendations
W h ic h  to p ic ( s )  h a v e  th e  m o s t u n m e t n e e d  fo r  

in fa n t m o rta lity  p r io r ity  p o p u la t io n s  in  y o u r  
c o m m u n ity ?

S e le c t s m a ll n u m b e r o f g o a ls  w ith in  re le v a n t 

to p ic ( s )

• S e le c t re le v a n t s ta te - le v e l re c o m m e n d a tio n s  

a n d  p a rtn e r  w ith  o th e rs  to  a d v o c a te  fo r  th e m
• S e le c t re le v a n t lo c a l- le v e l 

re c o m m e n d a tio n s  a n d  p a rtn e r  w ith  o th e rs  to  
e n a c t a n d  im p le m e n t 
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Partnering with local efforts to 
reduce infant mortality

• In fant m orta lity  co llabora tive  
g roups (e .g . C e leb ra teO ne)

• O hio  Equity  Institu te  team s (link to  
contact in fo rm ation)

• Pathw ays C om m unity  HUB m odels
• Loca l and reg iona l hea lth  system s
• Loca l hea lth  departm ents
• C om m unity  hea lth  needs 

assessm ents and p lans
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Questions
?
Zach Reat

zreat@healthpolicyohio.org

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/-/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/cfhs/Infant-Mortality/collaborative/2017/OEI_Complete_Teams_Contact.pdf?la=en
https://innovations.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/Guides/CommunityHubManual.pdf
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/chss/HealthPolicy/reports/map.aspx
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Visit
www.hpio.net
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Subscribe to
• HPIO mailing list (link on our homepage)
• Ohio Health Policy News (healthpolicynews.org)

Follow us
• Twitter: @HealthPolicyOH
• Facebook: facebook.com/healthpolicyOH

Connect with us


