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Supporting Student Non-Academic Barriers

“Non-academic barriers” often 
get in the way of  creating the 
right conditions for students and 
families. Some of  these barriers 
are health-related such as dental 
and medical needs. Other non-
academic barriers to learning 
can be classified as social and 
developmental. These barriers 
include child abuse and neglect, 
domestic violence, substance 
abuse, mental health needs and 
family-related problems. 

Source:  Ohio Department of Education
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Operating-Standards/Table-of-Contents/Supporting-Student-Academic-and-Non-Academic-Needs

“Non-academic barriers” often 
get in the way of  creating the 
right conditions for students and 
families. Some of  these barriers 
are health-related such as dental 
and medical needs. Other non-
academic barriers to learning 
can be classified as social and 
developmental. These barriers 
include child abuse and neglect, 
domestic violence, substance 
abuse, mental health needs and 
family-related problems. 

Source:  Ohio Department of Education | McKinney-Vento
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/District-and-School-Continuous-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Elementary-and-Secondary-Education-

Act/Programs-Administered-Under-ESEA/McKinney-Vento-Resources-for-Awareness

Supporting Student Non-Academic Barriers

Tenants of  Whole Child Movement

Source:  ASCD Whole Child Initiative
http://www.ascd.org/programs/learning-and-health/wscc-model.aspx

ASCD's Whole Child 
approach is an effort 
to transition from a 
focus on narrowly 
defined academic 
achievement to one 
that promotes the 
long-term 
development and 
success of  all 
children.

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Operating-Standards/Table-of-Contents/Supporting-Student-Academic-and-Non-Academic-Needs
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/District-and-School-Continuous-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Elementary-and-Secondary-Education-Act/Programs-Administered-Under-ESEA/McKinney-Vento-Resources-for-Awareness
http://www.ascd.org/programs/learning-and-health/wscc-model.aspx
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Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets

Source:  Search Institute Developmental Assets ®
https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/

Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets, cont’d.

Source:  Search Institute Developmental Assets ®
https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/

Adverse Childhood Experiences Study  / Score

1. Physical abuse
2. Sexual abuse
3. Emotional abuse
4. Physical neglect
5. Emotional neglect
6. Intimate partner violence
7. Mother treated violently
8. Substance misuse within household
9. Household mental illness
10.Parental separation or divorce
11.Incarcerated household member

Source:  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services of America
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences

https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/
https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
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Adverse Childhood Experiences and Adult Illness

ACEs and Substance Use
• Early initiation of  alcohol use. 

• Higher risk of  mental and 
substance use disorders as an 
older adult (50+ years). 

• Continued tobacco use during 
adulthood. Prescription drug 
use. 

• Lifetime illicit drug use, drug 
dependency, and self-reported 
addiction. 

ACEs and Behavioral Problems
• Suicide attempts. 

• Lifetime depressive episodes. 

• Sleep disturbances in adults. 

• High-risk sexual behaviors. 

• Fetal mortality. 

• Pregnancy outcomes. 

Source:  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services of America
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences

SAMHSA’s Trauma List

• Sexual abuse

• Emotional abuse

• Psychological abuse

• Physical abuse

• Neglect, abandonment

• Domestic violence 
experienced or witnessed

• Muggings, assault

• Terrorism 

• Trafficking
• Catastrophic injury or illness
• Institutional abuse and 

neglect
• Community and school 

violence, bullying
• Historical/generational 

trauma; racism; genocide
• Forced migration 

/immigration
• War
• Natural disasters

Source:  SAMHSA
http://www.samhsa.gov/trauma-violence/types

Trauma-Informed Approach

• A trauma-informed approach reflects 
adherence to six key principles rather than 
a prescribed set of  practices or 
procedures. These principles may be 
generalizable across multiple types of  
settings, although terminology and 
application may be setting- or sector-
specific.

Source:  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services of America
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions

https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
http://www.samhsa.gov/trauma-violence/types
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions


4/3/18

4

S.A.M.H.S.A.’s Six Key Principles

1. Safety

2. Trustworthiness and Transparency

3. Peer Support

4. Collaboration and Mutuality

5. Empowerment, Voice and Choice

6. Cultural, Historical, and Gender Issues

Source:  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services of America
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions

Trauma-Specific Interventions

• The survivor's need to be respected, informed, connected, 
and hopeful regarding their own recovery

• The interrelation between trauma and symptoms of  trauma 
such as substance abuse, eating disorders, depression, and 
anxiety

• The need to work in a collaborative way with survivors, 
family and friends of  the survivor, and other human services 
agencies in a manner that will empower survivors and 
consumers

Source:  Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services of America
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions

http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma-interventions

